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THE BURNING OF SAND AN

BOOK i

The god
of Ibreez
a Hittite
deity.

3.  Sandan of Tarsus

That the god of Ibreez, with the grapes and corn in his
hands, is identical with the Baal of Tarsus, who bears the
same emblems, may be taken as certain.1    But what was
his name?   and who were his worshippers?    The Greeks
apparently called him Hercules; c.t least in Byzantine times
the neighbouring  town of Cybistra adopted  the name of
Heraclea, which seems to show that Hercules was deemed
the principal deity of the place.2    Yet the style and costume
of the figures at Ibreez prove unquestionably that the god
was  an  Oriental.     If any confirmation of this view were
needed, it is furnished by the  inscriptions  carved on the
rock beside the sculptures, for these inscriptions are com-
posed in the peculiar system of hieroglyphics now known as
Hittite.    It follows, therefore, that the deity worshipped at
Tarsus and  Ibreez was a god of the Hittites, that ancient
and little-known people who occupied the centre of Asia
Minor, invented a system of writing, and extended their
influence,  if not   their  dominion, at   one  time   from  the
Euphrates to the Aegean.    From the lofty and arid table-
lands of the interior, a prolongation of the great plateau of
Central Asia, with a climate ranging from the most burning
heat in summer to the most piercing cold in winter,3 these
hardy highlanders seem to have swept down through the
mountain-passes and established themselves at a very early
date  in  the rich southern lowlands of Syria and Cilicia.4

1 The identification is accepted by
E. Meyer (Geschichte des Altertums^
L 2. p. 641), G. Perrot et Ch. Chipiez
(Histoire de TArt dans TAntiquitt,
iv. 727), and P. Jensen (Hittiter und
Armenier^ Strasburg, 1898, p. 145).

*  Ramsay and Hogarth, " Pre-Hel-
lenic    Monuments   of   Cappadocia,'*
Recueil de Travaux rclatifs a la Philo-
logic et a FArcklologie Egyptiennes et
Assyrienne$i xiv. (1893) p. 79.

3 G, Maspero, Histoire Ancienne des
Peuphs de F Orient Classique, ii. 360-
362; G. Perrot et Ch. Chipiez, Histoirt
de FArt dans fAntiquit^ iv. 572 sqq.>
$86 sq*

*  That the cradle of the Hittites was

in the interior of Asia Minor, particu-
larly  in  Cappadocia,   and   that they
spread from there south, east, and west,
is the view of A. H. Sayce, W. M.
Ramsay,   D.   G.   Hogarth,   W.   Max
Miiller, F. Hommel, L. B. Paton, and
L. Messerschmidt    See Palestine Ex-
ploration   Fund  Quarterly Statement
for 1884,  p. 49; A. H. Sayce,  Tht
Hittites* (London, 1903), pp. 80 sqq.;
W. Max Miiller, Asien  und Europa
(Leipsic, 1893), pp. 319 sgg.; Ramsay
and  Hogarth,  " Pre- Hellenic Monu-
ments   of    Cappadocia,"   Recueil  de
Travaux relatifs a la Phi^ologie et a
F ArchtologieEgyptiennes et Assyriennes^
xv. (1893) p. 94 ; F. Hommel, Grund*